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PUBLIC ACCESS STUDY

Wisconsin's Lake Superior Coast

Douglas, Bayfield, Ashland and Iron Counties.

Financial assistance provided by the State of Wisconsin, Coastal
Management Program, Department of Administration, and the Coastal Zone
Management Act of 1972, as Qmended, administered‘by the Office of

Coastal Zone‘'Management, National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration.
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Wisconsin's Lake Superior Coastal Counties

We are pleased to‘present.the Public Access Study for the Lake Superior
Coast. This study will help provide an awareness of public access to

Sincerely,

Fred Goold
Landscape Architect

3O2 Walnut Street Spooner. Wisconsin 54801« 715 435-2197

Lake Superior and assist local units of government in maklng decisions-
about possible improvements to the access points.
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INTRODUCTION:

Lake Superior, the largest fresh water lake in the world, provides
a unique diversity of resources to Wisconsin's four northern most
counties: Douglas, Bayfield, Ashland and Iron. This tremendous
scenic and natural resource offers unlimited recreational oppor-
tunities to both residents and visitors to Wisconsin's south shore

.of Lake Superior. A key element to utilizing and appreciating this

dynamic environment is access.

Access can be obtained from publicly owned lands such as village,
town, city, county, state or Federal property. Access can also be
obtained from private holdings whether it be a marina, campground
or from an owner that has given permission for access. Access can
also be obtained on Tribal lands of either the Red Cliff Band or
Bad River Band of Lake Superior Chippewa with permission or at
designated public use sites.

There are different types of classification of access that will be
identified in this report and will include boat access, scenic over-
looks, visual access (usually from a vehicle), beach access, dock
access and walking access which implies a walkin from a parking
location.

The major objectives of this study are:

1. Identify location of existing public access pocints to
Lake Superior and analyze their condition.

2. Identify types of access in relation to their present and
possible recreational use.

3. Provide general recommendations for improvements to
existing public lands and ‘access points in order to help
meet future recreational demands.
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PHYSTCAL DESCRIPTION - LAKE SUPERIOR SHORELINE

The south shore mainland portion of Wisconsin's Lake Suvperior coast
stretches about 156 miles from the Minnesota border at the port of
Duluth-Superior to Michigan's Upper Peninsula where the Montreal
River divides Wisconsin and Michigan,

The most striking characteristic of the shoreline along W1scon31n s
four Lake Superior counties is its evenness and simplicity,
interrupted by three prominent” physical features: the Bayfield
Peninsula, Apostle Islands and Chequamegon Bay.

The 22 Apostle Tslands are set in the waters- around the peninsula.

Soils

Because of the relatively young geologic age of the area, the
soils are generally of poor quality.

The upland soil adjdcent to thé shoreline is predominantly heavy
red clay. This is an unstable soil and very susceptible’to water
erosion. :

Some heavy, sandy loam soils are also found on the peninsula'in
Bayfield County. The location of this soil type coincides with
the sandstone outcroppings and sandstone bluffs found along the
shoreline.

Peat and muck soils are found in scattered locations in all four
counties. The largest deposits are in the Kakagon Sloughs and
the most southwestern end of Chequamegon Bay.

/

Topography S

Three major landscape units make up the Lake Superior shore.

1. Douglas County and western Bayfield County are characterized
by an essentially flat plain lying some 30 to 100 feet above
the lake level. This plain is deeply cut by ravines and
water courses that carry the upland runoff to the lake. This
same topographic configuration is found to a lesser extent in
Iron County and eastern Ashland County and is typical of the
areas having a heavy red clay scil.



2, The Bayfield Peninsula is of a more rugged character with hipgh
hills and sandstone outcroppings. ‘The upland drainage pattern

is not as sharply defined as that associated with the areas of
exclusively clay soils.

3. The Kakagon Sloughs and the southwestern end of Chequamegon
Bay are typical of the third landscape pattern. These are

large areas of peat and muck soils that are basically low and
at lake elevation.

Approximately 1/2 of Wisconsin's Lake Superior shoreline is comprised
of high clay bluffs, sometimes rising to 100 feet above the level of
the lake. These highly erodable bluffs stretch along the linear shores
of Douglas, western Bayfield, eastern Ashland and Iron Counties.

Access to the lake within this landscape unit varies but is basically
limited to roads ending at the lake, In many cases heavily eroded
paths make it difficult to navigate down to the shore line. On the
average the beaches are narrow, except at river mouths and major sand
spits such as Wisconsin Point in Superior or the mouth of the Flag
River at Port Wing.

The rugged character of the Bayfield Peninsula offers excellent scenic
overlook opportunities especially with the significant elevation above
the lake. Frequent sand beaches are found where rivers enter the lake
and Chequamegon Bay and provide excellent beach opportunities, many of
which are in public ownership. :

By contrast the Kakagon Sloughs and Fish Creek area in Chequamegon Bay
provide a unique enviromment with tremendous fish and wild life
habitat. Access by land is basically difficult except for visual and
by small boat.

Probably the most prominent landscape feature as seen from the Bayfield
peninsula are' the Apostle“Islands. They range in size from 3 1/3-acre
Gull Island to historic 14,904-acre Madeline Island, Together they form
an archipelago some 30 miles long and 80 miles wide, and cover some
48,000 acres of land. The lake sides of the islands have had their

red brown sandstone shaped by the power of water into fascinating
sculpture while the protected shores provide sand beaches. The shore-
lines of the islands, as of the mainland are buffered by dense forests
of spruce, fir, pine and northern hardwoods.



Vegetation

The vegetation of the south shore on the bluffs and uplands is typical
of secondary stands of the original boreal forest cover., Boreal
forests were primarily found along the Lake Superior shore in pre-
settlement times in Wisconsin.

The dominant tree cover is balsam fir, white spruce, red and white
pine, white cedar, white birch, 'trembling aspen, balsam poplar, red
maple, white ash and mountain maple. This forest cover remains
constant, with minor variations, over the entire 156 miles of shoreline.
Black oak and basswood are found on the western shore of Chequamegon
Bay in significant amounts in addition to the trees listed’ above.
Mountain ash also becomes significant to the west. of the Raspberry Bay
area.

Beach vegetation is extremely variable due to changes in the water
elevation and storm action. Great stretches of dry beach are found
without any vegetation, 1In those areas where beach vegetation has
become established, it is possible to find completely changed plant
communities in different years. A single storm can wash out one
commuriity and a subsequent storm can- carry in new seeds, rhizomes or
tubers bringing about a complete change.

Good visual access from highways becomes limited during times of full
foliage on trees and un-maintained growth of quick growing trees and
shrubs removes views of the lake from public roads.

Climate

The climate of the land area near the water is tempered by the lake and

is referred to locally as modified continental or "lake effect." This be-
comes- evident with-large amounts of snowfall in northern Iron County and the
Upper Reninsula of Michigan where annual snowfgll exceeds 200 inches.

N

Temperatures vary from a mean in January of 13 degrees Fahrenheit to
67 degrees Fahrenheit in July. Most notably the '"lake effect" on
temperatures occurs in the spring especially with off lake winds.
Temperatures are substantially cooler along the lake than several
miles inland and greatly effects recreational use along the lake
during these periods. During late fall, winter and early spring, the
prevailling winds are westerly. L e B

'
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Levels of Access

Visual Analysis

The many landscapes along the south shore and Apostle Islands creates

a vast variety of scenery. Visual access to the lake and its environs
appears in many packages. Clay bluffs, sandstone bluffs, sloughs and
sand beaches all provide different visual experiences and recreational
opportunities. Man-made environments contribute:to the overall diver-
sity of the lake shore. The City of Superior with its grain elevators,
ore docks, bridges, and harbor activity add a significant element to the
overall visual quality of the lake~land interface. The communities of
Port Wing, Herbster, and Cornucopia have distinct personalities of the
south shore. ‘

Red Cliff provides intrinsic new archetecture in combination with an
excellent view of the Islands. Bayfield probably best typifies what a
small Lake Superior community full of history stands for with its com-
mercial fishing, marina, main street ending at the community dock, and

the striking harmony of its architecture. Washburn adds brownstone and

a vast array of public land along its lake front. A new harbor facility is
scheduled for construction in 1982,

Ashland with its grand entrance along US Highway 2 from the west pro-

vides an excellent mun1c1pal park system along Chequamegon Bay. The

iron ore dock and power generating plant on the lake front add
unique contrasts to the visual experiences of the bay area.

Visual access to the Lake is a major part of being able to identify
with and appreciate the mistique and beauty of Lake Superior.

4
N

The type and quality of access to Lake Superior and adjoining waters
varies greatly. Many access points have happened by accident or were
unintentional such as road endings. While other areas of access have
come about only after a long period of planning and waiting for
sufficient funding, an example, Barkers Island. The level of access
can vary from unplanned visual contact with the lake on a highway to
well planned waterfronts found in most of the communities.
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ITI RECREATION USE AND DEMAND

Types of Activities

Recreational use along Lake Superior's shoreline and inlets varies
greatly from activity to intensity, depending on the season, weather
and facilities. Major activities include boating, sightseeing, swim-
ming, hiking or walking for pleasure, camping, fishing, picnicking,
sun bathing, cross~country skiing, smowshoeing and snowmobiling. A
breakdown by actiwvity indicates the many subgroups of recreational
use with examples of possible locations:

Boating
e} Sﬁall 5oat fishing (St. Louis Bay)
B Power boéting With-large cruisers (Lake Superior)
@ Sailing (Apostlé Islénds area)
y | danoeingh(Bark Bay -Slough)

® Sightseeing (Excursion Boats, either Superior-~Duluth Harbor
or Apostle Islands)

.- Sightseeing
M Vehicle (State Highway 13)
B Excursion Boat iSupefior—Duluth Harbor or Apostle Islands)

8 Viewing Harbor Activities (City of Bayfield)

“

-l (Herbster Beach)
Hiking

| (Lakeéhore Trail Washburn)
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Camping

W Recreation Vehicle ~ Developed Campground (Saxon Harbor)

@ Tent - Developed Campground (Town of LaPointe~Madeline Island)

B Tent - Walk-in (Apostle Island National Lake Shore Madeline

Island~-with permit) ‘ _ :

B Tent -~ Boat Access to Island (Stockton Island Apostle Islands

National Lakeshore)

Fishing

Trolling -~ Charter Boat (Saxon Harbor)

¥

Trolling ~ Private Boat (Chequamegon Bay)

Boat, Nom. Lake (St. Louis Bay)

Shore Fishing = Stream Mouth (Brule River)

Shore Fishing -~ Dock or Breakwater (Kreyer Park, Ashland)

Smelting (Chequamegon Bay, Ashland)

B Ice Fishing (Chequamegon Bay)
Piqnicking
® Drive To - Developed (Cornucopia Lake Park)

Cross—=Country Skiing

1

m (Superior Municipal Forest ~ St, Louis Bay)

Hunting

M Duck Hunting (Chequamegon Bay)‘

Nature QObservation

Water Fowl Tower (Prentice Park)
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Recreation activities generally require specific environments, but the
developed facilities can vary according to the degree of recreational

experience sought. Listed below are activities with generally required
or desirable facilities.

Activity * Required ' Desirable
Boating . Boat launch, parking, road Sanitary facilities,
access . ‘ marina, fuel facilities
Shore fishing Access to the water, public . Parking

dock or pier

. Camping Campsites, road or boat : Scenic attractions, trails

access, sanitary facilities

/

Hiking . A trail, path or abandoned ' Sanitary facilities
o railroad right~of-way : (depending.on use
(intensity)directional
signs - - - - oo
Picnicking CA picnic site with tables . Sanitary facilities,
: parking, grills
Sightseeing - Road, visual access or ‘ ; -Paths, parks, parking
tour boat - |
Swimming A beach - Sanitary Facilities,
- ‘ lifequard
Cross—Country - Existing trail, unused . ‘ Parking, groomed &
Skiing - road or open area : B tracked trail

Y



Demand

\

The demand for coastal recreation activities has shown significant
increases in Douglas, Bayfield,| Ashland and Iron Counties. According
to a study titled Demand and Supply or Recreation in Wisconsin Coastal
Counties, demand for recreational opportunities in the Great Lakes would
significantly increase between 1970 and 1980.

- H :

Among the activities surveyed, boating, hiking, and fishing were the
fastest growing recreational activities among regional households. 1In
the Lake Superior coastal counties, boating participation on an average
weekend day is projected to more than double between 1970 and 1980.
Demand projections for hiking will increase by 102 percent and flshlng
will increase 82 percent.

Projected levels of demand for 1990 indicate that boating participation
on an average weekend day will increase by 210 percent between 1970

and 1990. The number of .people fishing is expected to increase by’ 150
percent while hiking is projected to increase by 147 percent during

. the same. period.. .The.demand for. camping and sightseeing is--expected-

to go up by 133 percent and 115 percent, respectively, during the
1970-1990 period. The projections for swimming indicate that demand
will increase by 61 percent over the same perlod.

The following table represents the demand projections for the four Lake
Superior coastal counties; :
Recreation Part1c1pat10n in Lake Superior Coastal Counties (Average Summer
Weekend Day)

1970 . 1980 # change in

County Resident Nonresident Total|Resident Nonresident Total| Total 1970-80
Ashland C 744 . 1,706, 2,450 1,597. ' 3,720 - 5,317 117.0
Bayfield | 4,251 3,764 8,015 9,123, 8,261 17,384 116.9
Douglas 3,572 .2,731 6,303} 7,666 5,984 13,650 116.6
Iron 1,396 4,035 5,431{ 2,996 8,755 11,751 116.4



M Fishing
‘ 1970 1980 o z*Change in

County Resident Nonresident]Total Resident Nonresident Total |Total 1970-80
Ashland”™ 676 . 1,655 2,331 1,231 3,061 4,292 84.1
Bayfield| 5,346 3,862 9,208 9,732 7,19C 16,922 . 83.8
Douglas | * 3,520 3,421 16,941 6,408 6,359 12,767 83.9
Iron’ 1,807 1,460 3,267 3,290 2,687 5,977 .-83.0

W Camping .
, » 1970 , 1980 % Change in
County Resident Nonresident|{Total Resident Nonresident Total {Total 1970-80
Ashland 277 480 757 475 836. 1,311 73.2
Bayfield| 2,751 2,374 5,125 4,715 4,161 8,876 '73.2
Douglas 525 3,444 3,969 900 6,027 6,927 74.5
Tron 1,026 891  |1,917 1,758 1,544 3,302] .72.2

W Hiking

-~ 1970 ' 1980

County Resident Nonresident{Total Resident Nonresident Total|Total 1970-80
Ashland 1,165 = - 410 1,575 2,356 842 3,198 103.0
Bayfield | 2,183 2,784 4,967 4,415 5,758 10,173| - 104.8
Douglas 1,373 2,414 3,787. 2,776 4,985 7,761 104.9
Iron’ 689 1,791 2,480 1,393 - 43,662 5,055 103.8

/L



IV INVENTORY AND RECOMMENDATIONS.. -

The inventory of accesé sites along Douglas, Bayfield, Ashland and Iron
Counties . Lake Superior coast involved over 120 locations. The sites
involved the following types of access;

1. Direct walking access

2. Significant views of the lake from either a public road
or public property :

3. Boat access to the lake from rivers or streams flowing
into the lake

v
i

A primary objective of the study was to inventory public access sites

as well as private sites. .The private access sites didentified generally
were either developed privately owned sites open to the public or undevel-

.oped._private parcels used frequently by the public. _The sites were classi-

fied by ownership,. the common name of the access, and the type of access
whether it be visual, walking, beach, boat, swimming or fishing.
Recommendations were then made for those sites where improvements should
be made, The sites by county are located on individual maps in this
section,
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CONCLUSION ¥

Access to the Lake Superior coast in Wiscomsin is generally good as is
indicated by the 121 sites identified in this study. Not all the visual
access points were identified which would have added many more locations
where the lake can be seen.

Access to the lake is especially good in the communities along Lake
Superior and Chequamegon Bay. These communities offer the majority of
the developed sites and the greatest diversity of facilities.

General recommendations have been made for each site where improvements
are needed. If major deficiencies exist along the coast, they would be
in twe areas. First signage or methods of letting the public know where
the public access sites are. Most access points..are not identified and
are known only by local people, A system of signing all the public access
points along the coast should be preposed. This could be done at the
indiyidual county level with a coordinated symbol on all the same types

of signs for facilities provided. 'These signs® should be located aleng
major highways serving the area which :would be basically U.S. Highway 2
and Wisconsin 13.

The second deficiency is the lack 'of linear connections of the access
points, ~This would be accomplishéd basically by developing walking,
cross—county skiing or bicycle trails parallel to the lake shore con-
necting access points. This has been done in the City of Washburn and
is proposed for the City of Ashland.

Demand for-coastal recreation will increase as indicated in this study.
Efforts must be made to upgrade existing facilities and access points
as the use increases. Visual access to the lake must be maintained and
recognized as an important element of experiencing Lake Superior.

. N N
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Douglas County

There were 34 sites identified in Douglas County. The areas inventoried
covered the St. Louis River shoreline from Minnesota Highway 23 bridge
near the Mont Du Lac ski area on the west to Brule Point on the east..

The maJority of the access points 1dentif1ed 20, were located in the
City of Superior. The 5 ,000 acre Superior Municipal Forest borders on.
the St. Louis Bay and prov1des almost unllmlted walk=in access.

Wisconsin Point, located in the’ City of Superior also provides excellent
walking access to Lake Superior. The new facility on Barkers Island
provides a wide range of water related opportunities and is readlly
accessable.

Good access to the lake is provided at many of the town road endings such
as the mouth of the Amnicon River ‘and the mouth of the Middle River in

- the Town of Lakeside, .and. the mouth of Pearson Creek in the Town of

Cloverland.

The boundary of the Brule River State Forest has been expanded along the
lakeshore to the west limits of the Town of Cloverland. This encom-
passes the mouth of Pearson Creek, Excellent access presently exists at
the mouth of the Brule River,



D-1 - PRIVATE -~ Minnesota State Highway 23 and St. Louis River
@ BOAT -~ PICNIC ACCESS |
Private campground with picnic an&rboét launchiﬁg site.
Fee: Boat launching gnd parking’$2.00 - 0vernigh£ $5.QO
This facility has éood access off Highway 23 and provides a ramp

launch with adequate parking., A small picnic site is located on
the river bank with overnight camping facilities available.

D-2__WLSCONSIN DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES - Village of Oliver
B BOAT ACCESS

Accegss to St, Louis River located off Village Road south of Wisconsin
Highway 105, : '

This access is basically undevéioped with a steep gravel road te the
river, No ramp is provided, The WDNR is planning to upgrade this access.

Recommendations; ' — .
1, Improve access road to river.
2. Develop parking area with adequate turn-around for trailered boats.

3, Provide a concrete ramp{ '

D-3 STATE HIGHWAY. 105 ~ Oliver Bridge

B VYISUAL ACCESS

D~4 thiough 7 CITY OF SUPERIOR ™ Municipal Forest

® BOAT, VISUAL & WALKING ACCESS
The Superior Municiﬁai Forest provides 4,999 acres for public access
which includes miles of shoreline on the St. Louis River. The forest

is of high scenic quality, especially along the bays of the St. Louis
River. ‘ 3
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General Recommendations:

The following recommendations for camping development  in’the
municipal forest were made in the Superior/l'ouglas County
Tourism Study, iMarch 1075. Because Superior is without a
good campground, thought should be given to the following: -

e - - P T S

The campground should be located adjacent to one of the many
scenic water coves in the forest,

y -
v . .

The wilderness-tent campground should be in a relatively .
remote area away from the general campground activities.
The ‘cost of developing wilderness campgrounds is relatively
minor, Primitive toilet facilities, '‘a central water
supply and a flat area for tents along with a picnic table,
outdoor*Fireplace and trash receptacle should be provided,

A second area would be solely designated for self-contained
campers or trailers. These should have electricity for each
campsite, along with a picnic table and outdoor fireplace.

A central dumping station for the self-contained trailers
could be provided.. -

D-4 CITY .OF SUPERIOR -/ Municipal Forest .

M POKEGAMA BAY BOAT ACCESS

This access is used primarily by duck hunters and fishermen and is
the only public boat access to Pokegama Bay.

Recommendations:
1. Improve launching site.

2, Designate parking area.

D-5  CITY OF SUPERIOR - Municipal Forest

® VISUAL ACCESS

Good view of Pokegama Bay.



D-6 CITY OF SUPERIOR: - Municipal Forest

M VISUAL.ACCESS -

Scenic view of a fingeir bay of the St. Louis River,

D2 CITY OF SUPERIOR - Municipal Forest

® VISUAL ACCESS .

Scenic view of one of the finger bays of the S5t. Louis River

D-8 CITY OF SUPERIOR - Municipal Forest

B VISUAL ACCESS |

Scenic view of one of the finger bays of the St. Louis River

D-9 CITY OF SUPERIOR - Municipal Forest
® BOAT ACCESS —~ MC CLURES LANDING

Public boat access to St. Louis Bay, This access has a large parking
area, boat ramp and portable rest room.

Recommendations:

1. Delineate parking areas.

2. Add two picnic tables.

3. Install sign map showing access pecints, to bay.

D-10 CITY OF SUPERIOR - Billings Park

] BOAT, VISUAL & WALKING ACCESS

Billings Park is a scenic community wide park 56 acres in size on a
heavily forested site adjacent to and overlooking St. Louis Bay. It
contains picnic sites, a boathouse, children's playground, three out-
door shelters and a nature trail. This park is the major picnic area
for the city but does not provide a swimming area. Plans are being
made to renovate the boat access on St. Louis Bay.



Recommendations;

1. Parking has become a problem during heavy use periods and should
be studied. Additional parking spaces could be prov1ded at the
new boat access site.

2. A major effort to reestablish a swimming area should be carrled
out.

3. A canoe or small boat rental service should also be con51dered
for the park. -

i {

4. A number of waterfront trails are linked by foot bridges which -
need repair.

WY
o

The areas of ‘riprap also -need to be. rerocked.
6. The trail system needs improvement and requires regular maintenance.

7. _The stone benches need repalr

D-11 U,S. HIGHWAY 2 - Arrowhead Bridge

D-12

® VISUAL, BOAT & FISHING ACCESS

The.Arrowhead Bridgevpreséntly:provides limited bridge fishing access,
There is also a public boat .access on the Wisconsin side. When the
new Arrowhead Bridge is completed a segment of the old bvidge will be

‘left as a publlc flShlng pier.

Recommendations;
1, Expand parking for access. Lo
‘2. Improve ramp; add dock.

U.S, HIGHWAY 2 & 53 - Blatnik Bridge

VISUAL ACCESS

The view from the Blatnik Bridge while érossing the St. Louis Bay
provides excellent views of the Superior/Duluth Harbor.,



D~13 CHICAGO NORTH WESTERN RAILROAD - Conners. Point

D-14

8 VISUAL & WALKING ACCESS

Conners Point provides good-access to the heart of the Superior Harbor.
Recommendations:

1, Deyelop an oyerlook .at the northwest end of Conners Point
with parking. '

2. Improve accegss road to end of point.

CITY OF SUPERIOR - Barkers Island

_D-15

VISUAL, BOAT & WALKING ACCESS

Barkers Island provides a wide range of both public and private recrea-
tion services and facilities which ineclude Harbor excursion tours, Barkers
Island Marina, public boat launching ramp, fishing from shore, and good
views of harbor boating activities. There is good access for fishing
from shore both at Barkers Island and on the mainland. A public fishing
pier is planned for Barkers Island.

A hotel is also planned for the Island. Marina facilities and services
include 32 transient accommodations, fuel, showers and restrooms, a 30
ton travel 1ift, sailing school-and boat rental.

U,S, HIGHWAY 2 ~ 53
VISUAL ACCESS

Approximately three miles of U,5. 2 - 53 in the City of Superior provide
excellent views of Superior Bay and waterfront activities,

Recommendations; - . ;

Effort should be made to maintain views of the bay, This can be done
through scenic easements or restrictions in the size and location of
strdcfures on the lake side of U,S5. 2 - 53, Residential access to
Superior's waterfront is inhibited by USH 2 and 53 and the several rail-
road tracks along the waterfront. However, better access can be developed.
The Nemadji River and the Central Park Creek drainageway can be developed
as.corridors., The creek offers the chance to create close ties between
Barkers Island and the nearby neighborhoods. Also, overhead walkways could
be built to provide safe pedestrian and bicycle accéss to the water's edge.
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D-16 STQCKADE OVERLOOK

B VISUAL ACCESS .

Excellent views of Barkers Island Marlna and Superior Bay are offered
from this Wayside.

D-17 CITY OF SUPERIOR ~ Nemadji River |Fishing Pier

B FISHING ACCESS

A public fishing pier on the Memadji River that provides good fishing
access.

D-18  BURLINGTON NORTHERN ORE DOCKS
B VISUAL ACCESS

- A small viewing platform provides views of the largest iron ore docks
in the world including -other water front activities, -

Recommendations;

J+ Relocate viewing sgandﬁujbi Letter views,

s

D-19 CITY OF SUPERTIOR ~ 44th Avenue East
# BOAT ACCESS

Unimproved boat ramp provides access to Allouez Bay,

D-20 CITY OF SUPERIOR - Wisconsin Point :

@ VISUAL, WALKING, BOAT & BEACH ACCESS

Wisconsin Point ﬁrovides excellent public access to Allouez Bay and Lake
‘Superior. Three minimally developed boat launching points provide access
to Allouez Bay,
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The combined natural environment of Wisconsin Point and Allouez Bay is. one
of the most significant in the harbor. Within this area is one of Lake
Superior's few marshes, a climax pine forest, abundant wildlife habitat’

and long stretches of sand beaches. Its existence as an outstandlng natural
resource and recreation area should be preserved.

Recommendations:

1, Maintain the -entire point‘as a city park providing public
access. to Lake Superior & Allouez Bay. '

2. Improve well~defined parking areas.

3. Close several roadways leading to the beach near the
end of the pocint,

4. .Promote walking, biking, and picnicking on the point.

5. Boat access development should continue to be maintained
for smaller boats with large boat access provided at Barkers Island.

DOUGLAS COUNTY - Old Sanitary Landfill Site

WALKING & BEACH ACCESS

A new pafk has been pianﬁed at the site of the old landfill. Picnic grounds,
play equipment and an area for field games are to be the primary facilities.

D-22 CITY OF SUPERIOR - Carnes Point
. @ VISUAL, WALKING‘& BEACH ACCESS
Excellent access is proyided to a wide oeach. ,
Recommendatioos; h
1. Develoé wood walkway down_bank ﬁo beach.
D-23 DOUGLAS COUNTY - Carnes Road ] ‘
a

WALKING & BEACH ACCESS

Access is by walking on beach from Carnes Point to the west or
Dutchmans Creek to the east,



D-24 UNIVERSITY OF WISCONSIN - .Dutchmans Creek

B WALKING, BEACH & CARRY-IN BOAT ACCESS

Road access- 'is provided to the north 6f Dutchmans Creek. An
. excellent beach with good access.provides opportunities for
recreational use. .

Recommendations:

1. Improve access road and parking area.

D-25 TOWN OF LAKESIDE - Mouth of the Ammicon River

® BEACH, BOAT, WALKING & FISHING ACCESS

Located on the Amnicon River Road at the mouth of the Amnicon
River, this access provides one of the only developed boat
access points between the City of Superior and the mouth of the
Brule River. A long sand spit also provides good shore flshlng
opportunities.

Recommendations:

1. Improve boat launching site by adding a concrete
corduroy pad.

2. Add two picnic tables at a designated picnic area.

3. Provide signs identifying this as a town park and
boat access point.

4. Identlfy parklng spaces for vehicles and boat trallers.
'Thls can be done with a sign or posts.

P

5. Town should acquire private parcel between boat
landing and lake.

D-26 TOWN OF LAKESIDE - Mouth of the Middle River.

B BEACH, WALKING, CARRY-IN ROAD ACCESS

Good beach access is provided at the end of Middle River Road.
Shore fishing opportunities are also available., Uncontrolled -
vehicular use has caused erosion problems,



~ Recommendations:
1. Identify parking area
2, Close-off trail a&cess to the beach,

3. Remove old truck body .

D-27. TOWN OF LAKESIDE - ‘Poplar River Road g

® WALKING ACCESS

This is an undeveloped access at the end of a town road., Access to
a narrow beach is down a steep clay slope,

D-28 TOWN- OF LAKESIDE ~ Peterson Road

m VISUAL ACCESS

This is a public access at the end of a town road. Access to the-
beach is difficult,

Recommendations:

1. An overlook, picnic site could be developed at the end
of Peterson Road. '

D-29 TOWN OF CLOVERLAND - Mouth of Pearson Creek

® BEACH, WALKING & CARRY~IN ACCESS

This beach access recelves substantial use in’the summer.

An ‘excellént beach is available., The access road and parking
turn~around is in poor condition. This site is under consideration
for a possible harbor of refuge.

Recohhendations:
I. Develop parking area with sufficient turn-around.

2. Eliminate bad erosion on trail leading to beach.

3. Develop site plan for harbor of refuge ahd improve
lake access point. '



D-30

- D-31

TOWN OF CLOVERLAND - Windy Lane

VISUAL ACCESS

.This access provides only a view of Lake Superior, The access road

is clay, which makes it difficult to drive in wet weather, There
is 'no: parking or turn-around area and the steep clay banks make
improvements difficult,

TOWN OF CLOVERLAND - Jack Pine Drive .

M WALKING & BEACH ACCESS

Good access is provided froma.turn-~around circle at the end of
a town road, An excellent beach down a short bank provides good
lake access opportunities,

7

Recommendations:

¢

1., Construct a stairway of wood beams down the short bank,

STATE OF WISCONSIN - Clevedon Road (Mouth of Brule)

D-32
CARRY~IN BOAT AND WALKING ACCESS
#® This location provides access to the west side of the mouth of the

Brule River. A small turn-around and steep path provide access
to the beach/sand bar., A short steep trail provides carry-in
boat access opportunities.

Recommendations:

1, Coptrol erosion on.trails to beach by seeding and installing
wood beam steps.



D~ 33 STATE OF WISCONSIN —- Mouth of the Brule River

D-34

L VISUAL PICNIC, BOAT & WALKING 'ACCESS

This development site prov1des good small boat lake and river
access. It is the take-out point for canoe trips on the Brule.
Shore fishing and a picnic area are other recreational.opportunities
provided, The access is on Brule River Road off Highway 13, A

large parking area for vehicles and boat trailers is provided. Restrooms
are also provided.

STATE OF WISCONSIN - i3rule Point.

B WALKING & BEACH ACCESS

Access to Brule Point is reached at the end of g clay road off
Highway 13, An approximate quatrter mile walk to an excellent
beach provides one of the less used public access points in
Douglas County. The clay road becomes almost 1mp0881ble 1n wet
weather and no turn-around is avdilable at the end.

Recommendations:

1, Improve road to a small parking area/turnFaround and
develop site as a walk-in only access.

4



Bayfield County

The 62 sites identified in Bayfield county vary from developed public
marinas to scenic vistas of the Apostle Islands.

Bayfield County has communities on Lake Superior which possess:water
oriented environments with excellent access to the lake. Port Wing,"
Cornucopia, Herbster, Red Cliff, Bayfield and Washburn all because of

“their phy51cal location on the’ lake have orlented activities and

facilties. toward good use of their waterfronts. ' State Highway 13, which

‘parallels most of the Lake Superior shoreline in Bayfield- County provides

excellent visual access.to the lake and Apostle- Islands..

The major portion of public land on Laké™Superior is within the Apostle
Islands National Lakeshore. The National Lakeshore boundary on the main
land extends from Squaw Bay on the west to Little Sand Bay on the east.'
The only developed facilities are at Little Sand Bay.

f

-Several excellent campgrounds are located on the lake. Campgrounds are

located at Herbster (Town of Clover), Little Sand Bay (Town of Russell),
Point Detour (Red Cliff Band of the Lake Superior Chippewa), City of
Bayfield and City of Washburn. FExcellent marina facilities are found .at
Bayfield and Port Superior with new Harbor facilities under construction
at Washburn,



B-1 TOWN OF ORIENTA - LAKE ROAD

WALK~IN & BEACH ACCESS

A-small access point at the end of a town road prov1des easy.
accessablllty to a narrow:sand beach.

B-2 STATE HIGHWAY 13 ~ FISH CREEK BRIDGE
® VISUAL ACCESS |
’B;3 STATE HIGHWAY 13 - SHORE EROSION CONTROL-DEMONSTRATION PROJECT
I'VISUAL ACCESS . |
N Examples of five types;nF shorelandAerosioﬁ control are demoﬁstrated
at this access,
B-4 STATE ﬁIGHWAY 13 - LAKE SUPERIOR SiGN
. LIMITED VISUAL ACCESS
-Re&bmmgndations:
l’l. . Regular selective'cﬁttiﬂg andifrushiné along highway
right—ofrway will p;ovide good vigwslof Lake Superior, .
B-5 STATE HIGHWAY 13 - TRON RTVER BRIDGE
® VISUAL ACCESS '
B-6 _ TOWN OFFORIENTA - RIVER ROAD
.

VISUAL & BEACH ACCESS

View of lake from bank 15 feet over beach., Small parking/tﬁrn—

‘around is located at the end of the road,



B-7

TOWN OF ORIENTA ~ FALLS ROAD

® WALKING & BEACH ACCESS

Access to north of Iron River is provided at ‘a nom-marked trail of £

of town road., Shore fishing opportunities exist.

Recommendations:

l. Identify access with sign on State Highway 13.

B-8 TOWN OF ORTENTA - IRON RIVER BOAT. ACCESS
8 BOAT - TRAILER ACCESS
Good- access ‘to the lower Iron River and Lake Superior is
provided-at this town owned and maintained access. A
concrete ramp provides a good launching facility.
Recommendation:
1. Identify launch site with a sign on State Hwy 13,
B-9 WISCONSIN DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION ~ WAYSIDE
8 VISUAL ACCESS
Piénic}tables and .grills, drinking water, restrooms and a large
paved parking area provide good support facilities for views of
Lake Superior. No direct access to the lake is available.
B-10 STATE HIGHWAY 13 - VISUAL
B VISUAL ACCESS
B-11 PRIVATE - QUARRY ROAD - WEST PORT WING BEACH

® WALK-TN & BEACH ACCESS

A privately owned accéss used by local public offers walk—in
to excellent beach and sandstone rock shoreline..



B-12 TOWN OF PORT WING - TOWN LAKE PARK AND HARBOR OF REFUGE

B BOAT & TRAILER BEACH & SHORE FISHING ACCESS

A developed town park provides good ‘access to. excellent beach
and break water, Restrooms and change house'are provided with
limited parking for vehicles and boat trailers, A new boat

ramp and docks have been developed creating an excellent boat
-access po1nt. L1m1ted transient dockage is prov1ded . :

Recommendat;ons.

1. Add uravel to parklng area.

B-12  STATE OF WISCONSIN EAST PORT WING BEACH ACCESS

8 WALK~IN BEACH ACCESS

A walk-inaccess offering an excellent beach., The access is
off a town road,

Recommendations:
1, Develop small parking area (2-3 vehicles)

2. Install location sign on Highway 13.

B-14 TOWN OF CLOVER (HERBSTER) ~ MOUTH OF CRANBERRY RIVER

® WALK-IN ACCESS

A developed parking area for fishermen usihé the Cranberry River.

B-15 TOWN OF CLOVER (HERBSTER)- CAMPGROUND & BEACH

] BEACH WALKING VISUAL & SMALL BOAT ACCESS

One of the best beaches on the south shore is located here in the com-
munity of Herbster. - A campground, picnic area, well, restrooms and small
boat access-with a concrete ramp provide excellent support facilities.

Recommendations:

1. QOntinue to develop and improve camping facilities is recommended
in the prepared master plan for the park.



B-16

B-17

TOWN OF CLOVER -- BARK POINT BOAT LANDING

@ BOAT -~ TRAILER ACCESS

An improved boat access point on Bark Point provides good access
to Bark Bay and other close areas of Lake Superior, A concrete
ramp has improved launching conditions., A permanent dock acts as
a small breakwater and is helpful in landing and launching boats.
A parking area is provided across Bark Point road from the access
point. :

B-18

STATE OF WISCONSIN ~ BARK BAY SLOUGH
BOAT ACCESS
This access is to one of the unique sloughs of Lake Superior's
south shore, The Bark Bay Slough provides excellent recreation
opportunities for fishing and nature appreciation. The only
access 1s a small,boat launching area off Bark Bay Road.
Recommendations:

1, Place an access idéntification sign on Highway 13. .

2, Improve landing area and parking lot with gravel.

3. Improve dock,

- B-19

TOWN OF BELL - ROMAN POINT (BARK BAY)
WALK-IN’ ACCESS™.

The :Town of Be€ll owns 120 acres fronting on Bark Bay.
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TOWN OF BELL .~ ROMAN POINT. (STSKIWIT BAY)

SMALL BOAT ACCESS

This iscan-access for small boats on Lost.Creek at Siskiwit Bay
at the end of Slough Road, There is no parking or turnaround
provided,

Recommendations:

1. Provide a small turnaround and parking for one or two
vehicles. »



B-20

STATE OF WISCONSIN -~ BLUEBERRY LANE

® SMALL BOAT ACCESS

This is an access for small boats on the Lost Creek Slough.
There is a turnaround with a small parking area.

B-21 TOWN OF BELL (CORNUCOPIA) ~ WEST BEACH
8 WALKING & BEACH ACCESS
An excellent beach adjacent to the breakwater facilities include
a picnic table and small parking area.
Recommendations:\L
1, Stébilize parking area which is mostly sand with gravel.
B-22 CORNUCOPIA — HARBOR OF REFUGE & MARINA
W BOAT, VISUAL & WALKING ACCESS
This drea provides a-fishing village environment and still maintains
a few active commercial fishermen, Facilities include two private
boat launching ramps, ten transient accommodations, fuel and restr
rooms. A fee is charged for launching.
B-23 TOWN OF BELL - CORNUCOPIA LAKE PARK
@ BEACH & WALKING ACCESS
A well developed and maintained park with an excellent. beach.
Facilities include a shelter, picnic tables and parking area.
B-24 STATE OF WISCONSIN WAYSIDE ~ TRADGEDY OF THE STISKIWIT

) BEACH & WALKING ACCESS

This wayside is adjacent to the Town of Bell Park, A historical
marker describing the Tradgedy of the Siskiwit is located here.
An artesian well provides drinking water.
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® BEACH & WALKING ACCESS
This access is within the boundary of the Apostle Islands National
Lakeshore. A short road off Highway 13 provides good access to an
excellent beach. A small parking area is-availlable at the road"s
end.

Recommendations:

"1, Install a lake access walk<in sign at Megers Road -
. Hbghway 13 intersection.

2. Install wood beam steps down the short bank to the beach.

B-26 DEPARTMENT OF INTERIOR ~ MENARD ROAD

. @ WALK-IN ACCESS TO SANDSTONE BLUFFS . _

B-27 DEPARTIMENT OF INTERIOR - ENGLEHOLM ROAD

‘

a WALK—IN ACCESS TO SANDSTONE BLUFFS

v.
B-28 DEPARTMENT OF INTERIOR & BAYFIELD COUNTY -~ SAND POINT

‘M WALK~IN & BEACH ACCESS

This access is within the boundary of the Apostle Islands National
Lakeshore and the Red CLiff Indian Reservation. A primitive
campsite is located at the end of the road. A path leading to

the east connects with a long beach 30-40 feet wide,

Recommendations:

1. Construct wood stairs down to cobble beach.

! : 2. Improve road from Highway 13.

B-29 PRIVATE. ~ SAND BAY

BEACH ACCESS

- which at times becomes impassable. A mowed area is located at

I B Access to an excellent beach is reached by a non-maintained road
l the end of the road.



B~30 DEPARTMENT OF INTERIQR - SAND BAY ROAD
B WALK-IN ACCESS
B~31 DEPARTMENT OF INTERIOR - APOSTLE ISLANDS NATIONAL LAKESHORE LITTLE SAND BAY
® BEACH ACCESS
National Lakeshore facilities at Little Sand Bay include restrooms,
information and interpretive center, picnic facilities and an
excellent beach,
'B-32 TOWN OF RUSSELL ~ LITTLE SAND BAY
8@ BEACH & SMALL BOAT ACCESS
The Town of Russell operates and maintains a park adjacent to the
Apostle Islands National Lakeshore Information Center, Facilities
include a picnic area, campground, open play area and a small boat
. access. .
Recommendations:;
1, Improve boat access with a eoncrete launch ramp,
i B-33 DEPARTMENT OF INTERIOR ~ LITTLE ‘SAND BAY (EAST BEACH)
o

BEACH ACCESS
Good'rbad access is provided to this beach area east of the National
Lakeshore Information Center, The beautiful sand beach can be walked
between the Information Center and this access. 01ld car bodies were
placed in the bank for stabalization and are unsightly.

Recommendations:

l, Remove old car bodies.,



B-34
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RED CLIFF BAND, LAKE SUPERIOR CHIPPEWA = POINT DETOUR- CAMPGROUND

- VISUAL & ROCK SHORELINE ACCESS

B-35

This campground, operated by the Red Cliff Band, provides excellent
camping opportunities along a scenic sandstome rock bluff. Stairs
have been constructed down to the waters edge and provide good lake
shore access.

RED CLIFF BAND, LAKE SUPERIOR CHIPPEWA ~ EAGLE BAY

B-36

WALKING & BEACH ACCESS
A pavedrtown~road'ends at Eagle Bay and provides easy access to the
lake. ‘A large paved turnaround provides ample parking, A small
beach is easily reachéd down a short bank.
Reéohmendation;e

1. Construct a wood stairway down the bank

to the lake shore.

PRIVATE ~ SCHOONER BAY (Red Cliff Bay)

B-37

BOAT & DOCK ACCESS

A private marina and harbor of refuge occupies this sheltered
bay, A boat access is available with ten transient accommodations.

RED CLIFF BAND, LAKE SUPERIOR CHIPPEWA - RED CLIFF MARINA & CAMPGROUND

VISUAL, BOAT & DOCK ACCESS

- Facilities at Red Cliff include a campground, picnic area, concrete

boat launching ramp, transient dock facilities and marina. This

is a well developed facility and provides excellent access to Lake
Superior and the ‘Apostle Islands. The marina provides 20 transient
accommodations, - T



B-38 CITY OF BAYFIELD - DALRYMPLE CAMPGROUVD

® VISUAL ACCESS

Dalrymple Campground'is located just north of the Bayfield City limits
and provides camping sites overlooking Lake’ Superlor and the Apostle
Islands.

B-39 CITY OF BAYFIELD - CITY BEACH

Ta

®8 SWIMMING

The Bayfield Municipal Beach is located at the end of Washington Avenue
and provides the only sw1mm1ng opportunity in’ Bayfield Restrooms are
also located here.
" Recommendations: .
1. The parking area for the beach should be defined and expanded to
help alleviate congestion during peak summer periods,

B-40 CITY OF BAYFLELD - WATERFRONT PARK & MUNICIPAL DOCK
W VISUAL, WALKING & DOCK ACCESS

__The municipal dock .and waterfront park provide a unique opportunity

to view marina, harbor and commercial fishing activities as well as
excellent views of Lake Superior. Saflboats and powerboats use the
dock  for ‘transient purposes,

A small opeﬁ pavilion and benches provide facilities for sitting
and viewing boat activities,. ;

Recommendations;

1. Encourage and promote public walkways along the entire water-
front between the municipal beach and the Bayfield City Park,
New development should reflect existing community character.

t
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" B~41 CITY OF BAYFIELD ~ CITY PARK

8 VISUAL & WALKING ACCESS

\

This park, located on the lake at the end of Wilson Avenue, commands
a prime location on the Bayfield waterfront and provides excellent
public access to the Lake Superior shoreline.

H

B-42 CITY OF BAYFTELD - 3RD STREET MUNICIPAL BOAT LAUNCH RAMP

® BOAT ACCESS

A public boat ramp is located at the south ‘end of .3rd Street and
provides access for trailered boats, A fee is charged.

B-43 MADELINE ISLAND FERRY

@ WALKING & VEHICLE ACCESS
!

The Madeline Island Ferry service provides access to Madeline Island
with-three auto ferries, The ferries run a regular schedulée from
early spring to December.

B-44 APOSTLE ISLANDS MARINA

# BOAT ACCESS

The Apostle Islands marina is located between the Bayfield public dock
and the City Park, Facilities and services include 15 transient accom-
modations, fuel, showers, restrooms, and a 25 ton travel lift,

'B-45 APOSTLE ISLAND YACHT CLUB

N

# BOAT ACCESS

This is a private facility providing dock space for sail and. powerboats.

B=46  PORT SUPERIOR

W BOAT ‘ACCESS

Port Superior is a privately owned marina and boat‘service facility,
Services and facilities include 20 transient accommodations, fuel,
restrooms and showers, restaurant and bar, and a repailr facility.

{



B-47 TOWN OF BAYVIEW - ONTON RIVER

._B-48 TOWN OF BAYVIEW ~ TOWN PARK

® BEACH - CARRY-IN BQAT ACCESS
This access provides a walk-in to the mouth of the Onion River.
A carry-in boat access is also used by local::fishermen. Mo

developed parking area is provided and the area is surrounded
by private land. : :

‘W BEACH & WALKING ACCESS

This town owned park and beach provides‘day use only access. A picnic
area is located away from an excellent beach,

‘Recommendations:
1. Develép a small parking and turnaround to accommodate
6-8 vebicles. " The parking area should not be near the
beach, '

B-49 TOWN OF BAYVIEW & STATE OF WISCONSIN - WHISPERING SANDS

B BEACH. ACCESS. - CARRY~IN BOAT ACCESS

Access to an excellent beach is provided'at the end of a town road.

Recommendations:

l.iProvide_small paiking area away from beach,

B-50 STATE OF WISCONSIN - SIOUX RIVER BRIDGE

~_B-51 _STATE OF WISCONSIN - MADELINE TSLAND HISTORICAL MARKER ~ ~ =~ ™"~

® VISUAL

Parking, carry-in canoe access and unimproved boat access on Souix River
Slough,

B VISUAL

A wayside pull-off with goéd view of Madeline Island and Lake Superior,



B-52 PRIVATE ~ BODINS RESORT .

B BOAT ACCESS -

B~53 PRIVATE « HOUGHTON POINT

® WALK IN ACCESS

This is a privately owned access that is used by the local pubiic.'
. The shoreline is rugged sandstone bluffs and provides excellent
‘scenery,

B-54 TOWN OF BAYVIEW - GARY ROAD

® VISUAL

 An overlook with a picnic table provldes good views of sandstone,
- blufifs -and—-Lake Superlor.

B-55 CITY OF WASHBURN - MEMORIAL PARK .

® VISUAL & SWIMMING ACCESS
Memorial Park is a municipal park, picnic area and campground.'

Facilities include campground, swimming beach, restrooms and
bathhouse. Benches are provided on the bluff above the lake.

B=56 CITY OF WASHBURN -~ OLD PUMPHOUSE

R

® VISUAL ACCESS

‘This 0ld sandstone building provides the backdrop for a unique access.
Views of sandstone rock bluffs. provide the opportunlty for two
scenic overlooks on this property.

Recommendatlons:

1. Prbvide“beﬁches“at.tbé-two.qverlook sites,

S L
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B-57 CITY OF WASHBURN ~ NEW HARBOR SITE
] VISUAL; FISHING & BOAT ACCESS

The site of the old coal dock provides the location for the new
Washburn harbor and boat repair, Planned facilities includer~
128 boat sllps boat repalr fac111ty, tran31ent docks and fuel

B-58 CITY OF'WASHBU?N ~ LAKE'SHORE TRATL

A WALKING & ViSUAL ACCESS -
.t .
This publlc walklng trail connects the new marina site and Thompson s
West End Park, The trail parallels the lake shore and prov1des over
one~half mile of access to the shoreline.

Recommendations :
l, Continue development of the public lake shore trail throughout

‘the entire Washburn waterfront, A master plan for the trail
development has been prepared, :

‘B=59 CITY<OF WASHBURN ~ THOMPSONS WEST END PARK

a BOAT SWIMMING VISUAL & WALKING ACCESS

This is the second major municipal park on the lake shore in the
City of Washburn. Facilities include an artesian well, swimming
beach, two.paved boat ramps,-fishing pier, campground, playground
equipment and picnic tables. A fee is charged for launching.

’

Recommendations : ..

l. An annual tree planting program in the. campground should
be implemented.



B-60 STATE OF WISCONSIN - S - CURVE (BONO CREEK)

8 VISUAL

This area will be vacated with the openinngf'the new highway and
bridge just to the west, : .

Recommendations: - - . :
' . : - - ‘ ‘
1, pevelop old right-of-way and pavement as a wayside and public
fishing access. '

B-62..

STATE‘OF WISCONSIN - FISH CREEK BRIDGE (Long;Bridge)

VISUAL, BOAT & FISHING ACCESS

This acé;;;”éfo;idég.Giéaéwofwbdth Chédﬁéﬁégon Béy.énd the Fish Creek

"Slough where waterfowl can be seen, A small boat access is located .

on the west sidesof the'bridge. . A historical marker points out
that at .this point in 1658 the first house in Wisconsin by white
men was built by Radisson and Groseilliers.

Recommendations:

1, Provide a larger parking area on the west and north side of the
bridge. ' '

STATE OF WISCONSIN - SHORT BRIDGE

B VISUAL & FISHING ACCESS )

’

o . ~
This accéss,prdgides,a well used public fishing area.



Ashland County

0f the 24 sites identified in Ashland County, ten are located in the
City of Ashland and eight on Madeline Island. Excellent access is
provided within the City of Ashland. Chequamegon Bay provides water °
relatively warm enough for swimming and the three public beaches in

Ashland offer some of the few swimmlng opportunities found in Lake
Superior. _ : . L B

Unique acceés to the lake environment is found via the Madeline Island
ferry trip between Bayfield and La Pointe. The ferry service is the
transportation link eight months of the year between Madeline Island |
and the mainland. Big Bay State Park and the Town of La Pointe Park! - -
on the island provide excellent access to one of the best sand beaches
on Lake Superior's south shore..

Public access is also provided to the remainder of the Islands within
the Apostle Islands National Lakeshore. Developed camping facilities
are located on Stockton Island with:undeveloped areas on other Islands.
Access is provided via boat from Bayfield



A-l CITY OF ASHLAND - Prenitice Park’

A2

L ) VISUAL WALKING ACCESS

Prentice Park provides walking access to Fish Creek Slough with views o

of Chequamegon Bay. ' This is'a municipal park with camping, artesian
wells, nature trails, playground, picnic area, and a new waterfront::
wood: deck trail. Also constructed this past year is a waterfowl obser-
vation tower which:gives the ‘observer views of local and migrating -
‘waterfowl and shore birds. A development plan for the park has been
prepared by the City Park and Recreation Department and includes a

completed shoreline wood deck trail system.

'CITY OF ASHLAND -~ Maslowski Beach

- SWIMMING, WALKING & VISUAL ACCESS

Maslowski Beach is one of three public swimming beaches on Chéquamegon
Bay provided by the City of Ashland. Besides swimming facilities
included are picnic/wayside, playground equipment and a historical
marker depicting the Radisson-Groseillier's fort erected in 1659 - An

.artesian well is located here.

Recommendatibns:
-1, Restructure parking near swimming area.
2. Provide’bike parking stalls,

3. Install information sign show;ng locatlon of other City
of' Ashland parks,
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A~3 - CITY OF ASHLAND -~ Power Plant Lookout

l VISUAL ACCESS

A4

This overlook was provided for 'visitors using'U S, Highway 2 and

~gives a,gooed view of the Ashland Waterfront and the Superlor Bay

Front Generatlng Plant.
Recommendatlons:

1, anvide'sigﬁs In each direction of a pull-off waySide.

_LAKE SUPFRTOR DISTRICT POWER COMPANY - Hot Pond
CARRY -~ IN~BOAT “ACCESS
This is a poﬁuLar fishing.aréa because of the warm water from
the power generating plan;,

_;;S‘Télifmof ASHLAND —‘Band Shéll
YISUAL ACCESS i
ThiS‘City of Ashland Park prbvides an exceilent view of Chequamegon
Bay. Alse included are band:shéll and benches,

A~6 (PRIVATE) PULP HOIéT
'.FISHING IA,'C.CESS h

.A—7 CITY OF‘ASHiAND — Jean Kreher ?ark'

BOAT, SWTMMfNG & FISHING~ACCESS

Kreher Park provldes the best public access for boats in the City of
Ashland on Chequamegon Bay. Other facilities include swimming beach,
change house, restrooms, public fishing dock and sanitary dump station.
This new facility provides excellent boat access to Lake Superior.

_ An artesian well is also located here,




'

A-8 PRIVATE ~ Coal Dock

B FISHING ACCESS

This private facility is used by locals for fishing,

A-9 PRIVATE - Ashland Boat Club s =

@ BOAT ACCESS

' This facility provides a boat launching facility for only members
of the club,. :

A-10 CITY OF ASHLAND - Lake Park

® VISUAL - SWIMMING ACCESS

This is the City's third public swimming area on Chequamegon Bay.
. Other-facilities include open shelter, restrooms, playground. equlpment
and change house.

Recommendatlons;

l. Continue to control erosion problem on gully at west end
of park,

A-11 TOWN OF SANBORN' '~ 'Johnson Road ' (First Landing)

@ VISUAL ACCESS

This access is provided at the end of a town road. There is no

parking or turnaround. Used for ice "fishing access point by local
fishermen.

A-12 PRIVATE - North Wisconsin Rod and Gun -Club (2nd Landing)

8 BOAT ACCESS

" This access which is open to the publlc at a fee is operated and main-
tained by the North Wisconsin Rod and Gun Club. The facility includes
- a good launch site, a long "Y" dock, and restrooms.

i
(



A-13  BAD RIVER BAND OF LAKE SUPERIOR CHIPPEWA - Bad River<U,S, Highway Landing

B BOAT ACCESS

This access is.located just south of U,S. 2 on the Bad River in
Odanah, )

A-14 PRIVATE - HAUKAUS LANDING

BOAT ACCESS

A private boat access to the Kakajar Siough. A fee is charged
for launching.

A-15 PRIVATE - Waverly Beach

‘W WALKING, BEACH ACCESS

_This private campground provides- excellent access to a good beach,
Facilities include campground, -restrooms and picnic tables,

A-16 BAD RIVER BAND OF LAKE SUPERIOR CHIPPEWA - Matigan Beach

® BEACH & VISUAL ACCESS

Matigan beach is a low sand beach below red clay bluffs. Beath
access is difficult,

. A-17 TOWN OF LA POINTE ~ Madeline Island-.Yacht Club

2

B BOAT ACCESS . ' .

- A small boat access is provided at the end of the town road.

A-18 TOWN OF LA POINTE ~ Municipal Dock

® WALKING & VISUAL ACCESS

This dock services the Madeline Tsland end of the ferry line between
the Island and the City of Bayfield, :



A-19

A-20

TOWN OF LA POINTE - Town Park
BEACH & WALKING ACCESS

This park provides a shelter, small parking area and good accessible
shoreline.

PRIVATE - Madeline Island Yacht Club o " " - :

BOAT ACCESS -

- This private facility provides excellent launching, mooring and

service facilities for Lake Superior recreation Vvessels, Facilities
include three transient accommodations, boat ramp, restrooms, repair
services and a 25 ton travel lifta

A-21

A-22

LAPOINTEINDIAN CEMETERY
VISUAL ACCESS -~ e - T

Established about 1836 this Indian .cemetery 0rov1des a hlStOriCul
landmark to Madeline Islands Chippewa culture.

.

TOWN OF LA POINTE ~ Grants Point

A-23

B BEACH ACCESS

- Thls dccess is located at the end of a town road and prov1des access
to a good beach,

STATE OF WISCONSIN - Big- Bay State Park

A N N N N O = llll' Gy Ty SE N A A .
4 a = - o a o
]

BEACH & WALKING ACCESS ' : e

Big Bay State Part provides access to one of the finest sand beaches
on Lake Superfor. Other facilities in the State Park include camp-

~grounds, picnic area and nature trails.

Recommendations:

1. Improve access road to park.
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A-24 _TOWN OF LA POINTE - Town Campground |

B BEACH & WALKING ACCESS

This town campground and swimming beach is located. adjacent to the

State Park, Facilities include campgrounds, restrooms and excellent
beach, This park also provides access to the Big Bay Lagoon which -~
offers excellent fishing and scenery.
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Iron County

There is only one developed public access site in Iron County and is
located at Saxon Harbor and County Park. There is a parcel of county
owned land bordering on the lake shore west of Saxon Harbor but has
no access to it. Saxon Harbor provides an excellent harbor facility
with transient and rental boat slips,._concrete launching :ramp, camp-
ground and fuel., Picnic facilities are also available.



I-1 TIRON COUNTY - Saxon Harbor

& BOAT, BEACH & WALKING ACCESS

This county park provides marina and campground facilities for Lake
Superior fishermen and sailors. Facilities include campgrounds,
four transient accommodations, restrooms, a boat launching ramp

and shore fishing.

Recommendations:

. The recommendations for improvements to Saxon Harbor park inveolve ideas

from five alternative site plans presented in a plan developed in..1979
by the Northwest Regional Planning Commission. They are both immediate
and long range in nature.

Recommendations-+~Imnediate

,L.AImPlgéentmmeagures_to stabilize bank and-shore at end of CTH A.
2, Eliminate camping loop south of Oronto Creek.

3. Add public transient slips on east side of existing harbor.

4, Regrade c;mping'afea'to help alleviate high water problems.

5, Identify individual campsites in existing camping area. .
6. DeVélop picnic area along lake shore.

7. Develop écenié overlook with access trail.

8. Maintain‘qpéﬁ play area Bh west side of existing camping area.

9. Install boat hoist.

10, Promote additional charter service.



1.

- Recommendations—--Long Range

Initiate planning for addition of rentali slips. Expanded area
should be designed so that existing harbor slips will not be
disturbed during construction.

s
' :

. Realign CTH A around existing camping area (Alternative 5).

- Add marina support fac111t1es (service bulldlng and new fuel

dock) .
Develop Flambeay PTrail and promote as part of Saxon Harbor Park.

Develop Cedar. Road Trail loop as per recommendations of Cedar'
Road studg w;th trall parallelllng lake shore.
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APPENDIX

T, Recommendations Concerning Public Access to the
Great Lakes. March 1981 '



On March 17, 1981, the Wisconsin Coastal Management Council unanimously
adopted recommendations to Governor Lee Sherman Dreyfus concerning
public access to the Great Lakes.

The recommendations were made by a Coastal Public Access Task Force
appointed in 1980 as part of a response to Governor Dreyfus' recognized

concern for public access to the Great Lakes.' The Governor charged the
council to:’ '

1.

5.

Examine the quantity and QUality of"public access to -the
Great Lakesﬁ'

Investigate the needs and demands for Great Lakes recreatlonal
opportunltles 5-10 years from now;

Examine‘Who pays and who benefits from coastal recreation
facilities;

Identify options for supplying needed public recreation
facilities; and

Recommend appropriate courses of action for the state.

Recommendations (condensed for this report)

A. CoastalvRecreation Needs & Commitmept to Public Access

‘Recommendations: :

1.‘iThe state. should continue its commltment to coastal recreation

through passage of the ORAP 2000 proposal. (The ORAP 2000

N

proposal was deleted from the 1981-82 budget.)

The Council and the Governor should support Congressional
appropriation of the recently authorized section 306A of the
Coastal Zone Management Improvement Act.

The state should continue to encourage and, where possible,
support local government's acquisition, development, and

.maintenance of coastal recreation facilities so long as they

provide coastal recreation opportunities for coastal residents,
non~coastal residents and visitors alike.



M N E N N = e e

4. To the maximum extent feasible, appropriate public access should
be included as part of all new public facilities developed on
Wisconsin's Great Lakes coast by a public or quasi-public
agency (e.g. state and local governments, utilities, sewerage
districts). : '

-t N

B.

5. The Council should ask the Governor ‘to request support from
Wisconsin's Congressional delegation for full annual appro- -
.~priation of the Land and Water Conﬁgrvation Fund (LAWCON)

< (Future LAWCON funding doubtfull) B

Increased Eff1c19ncy in Acqulsition and Deveiopment of Coastal
Recreation Facilities

Recommendations:

1. 1In an effort to more fully inform government officials and
landowners of the mutual benefits of cost-saving land
“acquisition techniques, the Council should support efforts to
develop educational materials and conduct educational programs
for ‘offictals. and landowners on the nature and benefits of the
use of easements, land donation, purchase-leaseback, deferred
payments, and other techniques in land acquisition programs.

2. When considering acquisition of coastal property for public
access purposes, the state and local governments should! give
serious consideration to acquisition of easements or riparian
rights instead of fee simple title in those cases they can meet
the objectives of the acquisition. An example of such a
situation could be acquisition of riparian rights 1n order
to provide public 'access along the water's edge in trade for
protection of the eroding shorellne :

Greater State. Emphasxs on Provis1on of Coastal Recreation
Opportunities Where' the People Are

Recommendation:

1, When considering future state recreation facilities acquisition-
or development or the allocation of state recreation aids on the
coast, the state should give more emphasis to supporting those
needed projectswhich are in or near population centers.



D. Development of Great Lakes Recreational Boating Facilities

Recommendations:

1,

The state " and local governments should encourage private.
marina development,

The state should continue to encourage coastal communities and
counties to take the lead in providing needed Great Lakes
recreational boating facilities.

—— s e tme e e o B T U VO

As proposed in ORAP 2000, the state should continue its
commitment to the development of recreation boating facilities,
However, state funding of recreational boating factlities
should, to the maximum extent feasible, come from revenues
generated from boaters.

In order to prov1de additional incentive for local development
of recreational boating facilities, the state and local
governments should develop a 10 year investment strategy for
targeting state recreational boating facilities funds toward
development of those Great Lakes boating facilities with the
greatest demonstrated mneed, and .increase the share of state
funding available for those facilities,

Less costly alternatives to traditional development of 'wet
slip" marinas should be encouraged such as dry land storage
or stacklng of boats.

E. Coastal Recreation Acquisition Priorities -

Recommendations;

1.

The state, local governments, and conservation-minded organi-

‘zations should proceed rapidly to acquire and/or protect.

significant and unique natural areas along Wisconsin's Great
Lakes coast. Because these areas are usually too fragile to
accommodate intensive public use, they are not usually '~
considered high priorities in "recreation" acquisition programs.

The state and coastal communities should acquire additional
coastal lands as needed to meet excess recreation demands
beyond the capacity of existing facilittes and as identified
in adopted recreation plans.



F. Coastal Recreation Development Priorities

Recommendations:

1.

With regard to development of locally owned coastal recreation
facilities, local governments should give priority to maximizing
the use of existing sites through better management and by
developing more efficient facilities. The state, through its
recreation. aid programs, should support this effort by giving
priority to. those projects which will more efficiently develop
existing sites. Development of new facilities which are then
still needed to meet excess demand should be the next priority.

:With'regard to development of’state—owﬁed‘facilities;"the state -

should give first priority to development of new or existing
coastal recreation facilities which dare the most needed in terms
of their ability to meet demonstrated recreation demands of
Wisconsin residents and visitors whlch are not being satisfied
by local governments. -

'G. Road Ends and Subdivision Dedications

Recommendation:

1.

In order to better disperse the demand for coastal recreation

away from over used existing facilities, local governments are

encouraged to give priority to development of road ends and
subdivision dedications into useable public recreation.areas,
Part of the development should include provisions for appropriate
visual and physical buffers between the public access sfte and
the adJacent private land owners.

The Department of Development should review the public access
provisions of the State subdivision law (Chapter 236) and
supgest appropriate revisions to improve the effectiveness of
the law In providing usable public access as part of subdivision

- development,’



Define the Ordinary High Water Mark and Public and Private Rights
Beaches - :

Recommendatioen: -

1. The Council should examine the'adequacy of the state's
- definition of the ordinary high water mark (OHWM) in the
. context of the nature of the Great Lakes 3horeline.

2. The Council should seek legal advice and opinibn on the status

of the right of the public to walk along the water's edge on
Wisconsin's Great Lakes coasts. This right exists in Oregon,

to

Texas, and other coastal states. The Council needs to evaluate

whether a similar right exists or should be established in
Wisconsin. . ‘ '

Long~Term Problems. and Solutions

Recommendations:

1. Adequate operation, maintenance and law enforcement at state and

local coastal recreation facilities is an important concern.

Operation and maintenance of local coastal recreation facilities

should ‘remain a-local responsibility and it is expected that
this fact will continue to be considered in local decisions
regarding additional land acquisition and development.

2. . The state should begin to-examine the nature and extent of
' long-term coastal public access issues such as operation and

maintenance costs and responsibilities, exclusion of non-local

residents, damage by 4WD and other vehicles, more effective law

- enforcement mechanisms and techniques, and how to minimize
.damage from uncontrolled public use of undeveloped lands.



10.

BIBLIOGRAPHY

A Boaters Guide to Lake Superior Launch Ramps, Sea Grant Program

Recreational Potential of the Lake Superior South Shore Area. Wisconsin
Department of Resource Development, 1964

A Plan for Outdoo¥'Récréation — Bayfield County, NWRPC, 1981

The Coasts of Wisconsin, University of Wisconsin,‘Sea Grant College
Program, by James Napoli, 1975°

Wisconsin Lake Superior Shoreline, Zube and Dega Associates, 1964
L

- Wisconsin Great Lakes Escape, Wisconsin Division of Tourism, 1981

Survey of Wisconsin's Great Lakes Marinas, Recreation Resources
Center, University of Wisconsin Extension, 1979

Impacts of Recreation in the Coastal Area - Demand and Supply of -

Recreation in Wisconsin's Coastal Counties, A. Somersan and

M. Neuman, 1977

Demand and Supply of Public Access to Wisconsins Great Lake Coasts
Staff Report #l, Office of Coastal Management, D.0,A., 1980

Providing Public Access to Wisconsin's Great Lakes Coasts, Office of

Coastal Management, D.0O,A., 1980



A

e $ 1502 1v104 . S MVHS INFIdID 31 $SUNNI 4D -AHYINWAS 1390N8)

e+ = . P

*921INO0SI1 BUY3 JO 3SN [RUOTILI1D31

parcadut 103 apraoid [1im Apnas ayl -auswudoroadp sssddr d11qnd 103 auriepInd B SEB SITUN

IrIudwulIaA08 pue UO1SS]WWO) DY3I 03 BUTTOPINE v Se aalas T[Ia 3sodax ayl -siuawaaoadol

puUQuBODDI [TIM pur $s3ddv 217qnd Ayl jOo uorITpucd Jululodund uoTiIrwiojuf apraociad

T1T~ 230339 9yl - 2uriiIsvod saMeT 10513 UTSUOISTM JYI 03 pPaiIvTsa £115011p ST 1d2{oad auy
A EASVOD S.NISNODSIA 20 ANIWIDVYNVYIN 3ACHIW! 1D370NHd IHL 1M MOH

*$80201d MOTADY -V AYI 10) DA1DS OSTE TTIA juUdWNDdOp oYy 13e3s Aq pa123a1p o9
Hqﬂa BDULISTSEE 213ym AJTIUSPY TTIA pPuUp ULTd [eRUOISAY 8yl jo 3ied e swod3q [1T4 (S)dew
pue 110d31 Trulj 3YL pPAINQTIISTp L[3PT4 pue poierdaid aq [Trm (s)dew pue 3aod3a §

WA.
]

<123r0Hd 3HL 40 S12NQA0Hd GN3 214103dS IHL 38 TUM LVYHM

a1eTidoadde se siuswanoadur Tesisdyd puauwoday

§53J0p 3INninj JIcj spiepuels Ys1Tqeisd

Spa2u 9ananjy 10J] SISATeur puvwap B siedaagd

SS220° Ayl Jo u0TITpuod 2yl ajenyeaqy

. 10113dng aje] vl ssadde J0 sadi3 autuzaaag
r : T : . «{S3AiLDIMBO HOTVWI HSITdWOIIVY OL LD3M0Hd IHL ANYM NOA 00 LVHM

‘purwdp palrdafoid uo paseq sJuswanviduT pur SUOTITIPPE

vcuasoumu TT1Im puL 3sn 2ananj 103 STSATrur putwop © aiedaiad [Ira JIBIS UOTISSTWWO)

3yl *ioTaadng 93ET ZUOTE pPaIrdOT SPUBT d1Tqnd 103 Ssedde 21Tqnd Jo Aarrend pue osn

*UDTITPUOD AYY BUTQIIDS3IP 3aodal e azedaird TTIM UOTSSTUWO) ucaccmam Teuot8ay 1ssmylioy ayl
: NO!ldiu2$30 13370Kd 43148

; T
.\ L S ] . N .
I \ 1P FtCI U TSSO S UTIuT T T TOoTEY ..uz—Ovﬂ

—— .
s

| o suolwa
1Bun) 3M3IBI O HAZIIOLINE u0siag Jo ..::.nzo_m uonesuowaQ _H...

VBT 21835 UAWAIoW] M

L617-509-6T¢ uTWITRY) *22PUR[[O] SPTIRYD

= ¢S WawiIteueyy YIS aACI0W] M

BN UG UGY» v SCUNY aAdI3s 01 DIZIIOYINE U0Lidg
LLEC-CLE-GTL JOOHUEA sTUUDQ
LRI VNI EIE XY LI€IU0T) §jeLg ed1 Uy © s0AL 1I310sY

. : . E.ccEllJﬂ.wa
[0gys ursuoasty ‘asuoods C loriadng axw1 Juote
30043¢ JhureM 0L : ,
$5820Y 21YIqng 103 diysioumq pueq .

SUOTSSTWWO) SuTuury [vuoldey Isomylioy . STTand ;m rs&{ouy mcn xuou:m>cM 5
{98d ST

4TI 122044

20000y DUB UL IADEY 10 Aduathy wi r,..uo.:i

™ is/ T - . . _ %
i . £ SaGba il . . ;tn..i_WEuaa
. ) PR UTLIH wr- 5 . ’ . ' ’ -t A t ,
T ~ awmwwng poalody

o woiduad jusawasdoudyy _oﬁ,oou uisuodsl .,>

Y o g e -



1

U




